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CHAPTER V

THE REVIVAL OF CHRISTIANITY

THE Church was a principal sufferer from the evils
which afflicted Europe in the ninth and tenth cen-
turies,   It suffered directly because it provided the
main target for the savage attacks of the pagan Northmen
and Magyars as well as of the Moslem Arabs.   The hostility
of the invaders to Christianity was vented on its churches and
monasteries, its priests and monks.   Being unarmed and un-
protected as a rule, they were also an easy prey; and finally
their treasures were a magnet to the invaders, whose principal
object was booty.   The monks lost their homes and their
possessions, and there was little encouragement for them to
start their life again.   It was equally hard for the bishops to
train the clerks in their households and to provide the
religious education required of them.   The result, then, of
the invasions of the ninth and tenth centuries was to cause
not merely destruction of the material property of the Church,
but also a collapse of its spiritual life.   To this the internal
discord and constant civil strife also contributed;  if less
destructive it was at any rate more widespread and more
continuous than the raiding of the enemies of Christianity.
Indirectly, too, the Church suffered a more permanent
injury during this period.   The royal power, which had as
its principal duty the defence of the Church, was too weak
to fulfil the task; and both seculars and regulars were com-
pelled, like the laity who were in a similar predicament, to
put themselves under the protection of powerful nobles, who
took over the charge of their property and often of appoint-
ments to ecclesiastical offices,   The feudal system began to
be extended to the Church, and the lay protection produced a
steady growth of secularisation.   Churches were treated as
a form of property, and the rapid extension of lay patronage
gravely interfered with the lawful functions of the bishops?,
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